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with others.
• Increase our use of social media to promote Precious Blood Spirituality.
• Stand with the marginalized, make a collective commitment to promote and witness

nonviolence, and strive to effect reconciliation among God’s people.
• Act responsibly in the use and care of our planet’s resources.
• Network with other individuals, agencies, and groups to be effective in our current re-

ality.

Stories from around our CPPS world
February Webinar Series: Growing the Green Economy for People and Planet
Join Green America's Green Living LIVE! during the month of February with four free webinars to help you green
your life! Sign up for one or all four. Everyone must RSVP to each individual live webinar to participate. We look
forward to creating a greener you in the New Year! https://www.greenamerica.org/blog/february-webinar-seriesgreen-living-live
FYI: Our CPPS Peace, Justice and Ecology committee was scheduled to meet Friday, January 12th. However, due to
the weather forecasts, the meeting was cancelled. Our next meeting will be Friday, February 16th @ 1:00pm at
Salem Heights. If you have any suggestions or ideas that you would like to share with the committee, please let us
know. Contact Colleen Kammer ckammer@cppsadmin.org,
Marty Bertke: m.bertke@hometowncable.net or Mary Lou Schmersal cppsnews@bright.net

2017 Chain Migration TV ad
Have you had the opportunity to view the distributing and misleading advertisement featuring
CHAIN IMMIGRATION? I was taken aback by the rapid succession of human images produced on
the screen. Our country currently has a family unification and employment-based immigration system. Legal Permanent Residents and US citizens may petition for certain family members to come
here perhaps taking a year for an Immediate relative or up to 20 years for a sibling to migrate. In
the meantime, 2 thousand dollars will be spent to begin the process not counting money spent for medical exams, back
ground checks and plane tickets by the arriving immigrant. Oh, legal fees! Family members always question the lengthy process. Until now, our immigration system has been based on family unification not separation.
Follow these links to the ad and to an article explaining Chain Migration. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3osFdB6_c1w
2017 Chain Migration TV ad - YouTube
'Chain migration' misrepresents reality, say Catholic advocates Jan 19, 2018 (National Catholic Reporter)
https://www.ncronline.org/news/justice/chain-migration-misrepresents-reality-say-catholic-advocates
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Documentary Stimulates Dialogue About Immigration
Twenty sisters gathered at Salem Heights to learn, reflect
and to dialogue about immigration, specifically to understand more about the human faces of migrant people, why
they leave their homes and what they encounter on their
journey.
The sisters viewed a short documentary film, “Dying to
Live: A Migrant’s Journey” by Fr. Dan Groody, CSC, Associate Professor of Theology and Global Affairs at the University of Notre Dame and the director of the Global Leadership Program within the Kellogg Institute for International
Studies.
After the film, a good discussion ensued in small and large
group format, exploring topics such as finding God in the “other”, the “push and pull effect” for migrants along the
U.S.-Mexican border and the parallels of the Way of the Cross to the migration experience.
This month we will show and discuss another of Fr. Groody’s documentaries, “One Border, One Body: Immigration
and the Eucharist” on Wednesday, February 7, 2:00 at Salem Heights. All are welcome to attend.
——————————————————————————————————————————————

Sisters of Earth 2018 Conference:
“Sharing the Wisdom, Shaping the Dream: Creating the Future We Want”
July 12-15 at Mount St. Joseph University, Cincinnati, OH
For more information, contact Colleen Kammer, 937-275-0303 X116
Sisters of Earth is an informal network of religious women who share a deep concern for the ecological and spiritual crises of our times, and who wish to support one another in work toward healing the human spirit and restoring
Earth’s life support systems. Founded in 1994 by several Catholic Sisters from the US and Canada.
•
•

Assembly Directive: Network with other individuals, agencies, and groups to
be effective in our current reality

Submitted by Colleen Kammer

Please Give Prayer Support to The Sisters Adorers of the Blood of Christ As They actively protest
Violations of their Land by BIG OIL.
Our friends, the Sisters Adorers of the Blood of Christ, are working hard to save the environment and to call attention to violations by a Big Oil company. They have been battling Transco, a construction company, which has taken
over their land building the pipeline crossing their property without court approval. The issue has been in court for
some 2 years. The sisters are basing their case on the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA), the
same statute that the Little Sisters of the Poor have cited in their case against the contraceptive mandate in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. They have also used Pope Francis' environmental encyclical, "Laudato
Si'," to further bolster their argument. To read the remarkable details of their actions reported by NCR go
to: http://globalsistersreport.org/news/environment/latest-chapter-adorers-pipeline-case-unfolds-appealsargument-51476
•
•

Assembly Directive: Act responsibly in the use and care of our planet’s resources.
Submitted by Marie Kopin, CPPS
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Reflection & prayer to end human trafficking
For the 30 days leading up the to the Feast of St. Josephine Bakhita, we ask you to join us in prayer and reflection to
end human trafficking in the towns and cities where we live, across the United States and around the world.

St. Josephine was born in southern Sudan in 1869. As a young girl, she was kidnapped and sold into slavery.
On the previous page is a calendar of prayers beginning Jan. 11 and continuing until Feb. 8, St. Josephine’s Feast
Day. (Our special thanks to the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange, Calif., for sharing this calendar.)
More information about this modern slavery is listed at the bottom of this post.

MODERN SLAVERY: IT’S ROOT CAUSES AND HUMAN TOLL
IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS, 89 MILLION PEOPLE EXPERIENCED SOME FORM OF MODERN SLAVERY
FOR PERIODS OF TIME RANGING FROM A FEW DAYS TO THE WHOLE FIVE YEARS. Read this to
learn more:
https://www.cfr.org/interactives/modern-slavery/#!/section2/item-4?
utm_medium=social_earned&utm_source=tw&utm_campaign=modernslavery&utm_term=pinned&utm_content=011718

This information is based directly on the report Global estimates of modern slavery: Forced labour and forced marriage that was developed by the International Labour Organization and Walk Free Foundation in partnership with
the International Organization for Migration.

The Facts About Human Trafficking and Modern Day Slavery
• There are an estimated 20.9 million victims of human trafficking globally
• 68% of them are trapped in forced labor
• 26% of them are children
• 55% are women and girls
• Globally, an estimated 4.5 million people trapped in forced sexual exploitation
• In 2015, it is estimated 1 out of 5 endangered runaways reported to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children were likely victims of child sex trafficking
• Question if the goods you consume are made from enslaved labor
• Promote responsible labor by urging Congress to support the Transparency Act in Supply Chains
http://polarisproject.org/action/support-transparency-supply-chains
• Visit Polaris website to recognize the signs of a trafficked victim and sign up to get alerts/updates:
https://polarisproject.org/recognize-signs
See something suspicious? 888-3737-888 Call the National Human Trafficking Hotline
(Sources: International Department of Labor, International Labor Organization, Polaris Project

Look here for a prayer and reflection vigil against Trafficking —for Feb. 8th—Commemoration of St. Bakhita
http://preghieracontrotratta.org/files/documenti/ENG_Prayer_and_reflection_vigil_against_Trafficking_2018.pdf
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When is Earth Day 2018? This observance always falls on April 22. On Earth Day,
enjoy the tonic of fresh air, contact with the soil, and companionship with nature! Walk
through the woods in search of emerging wildflowers and green moss. Go outside, no
matter what the weather!
Ever wondered how Earth Day started? This observance arose from an interest in gathering national support for environmental issues.
In 1970, San Francisco activist John McConnell and Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson separately asked Americans to join in a grassroots demonstration. McConnell chose the
spring equinox (March 21, 1970) and Nelson chose April 22.

Millions of people participated, and today Earth Day continues to be widely celebrated with events on both dates. The most
common practice of celebration is to plant new trees for Earth Day.

EARTH DAY ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS
Celebrate Earth Day!

Plant wildflowers! See our article, Wild About Wildflowers.
Go native! Plants thrive when they’re natural to your area. See our article
on natural landscaping.
Bring nature into the garden with plants that attract butterflies.
•

Source: The Old Farmer’s Almanac https://www.almanac.com/content/when-earth-day

Send us your articles (approximately 125 to 150 words or
less) for our next issue.
Next issue articles for Grassroots are due February 25th so
that we can meet our goal of having it in your hands by

03_05_2018.
Please submit to Marty Bertke m.bertke@hometowncable.net
…..or to Mary Lou Schmersal cppsnews@bright.net

Your contributions make all the difference!

We’re on the Web!

www.preciousbloodsisters
dayton.org
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