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 On February 4, a town hall meeting was held at the University of Dayton discuss-
ing the change in attitude towards Muslims that exists in the U.S. after 9-11-2001. Curiosi-
ty has been replaced with fear, suspicion, and hatred. With every subsequent act of vio-
lence perpetrated in the name of Islam by groups like Isis, fear and hatred become more 
profound.   

 Intolerance has deep root in U.S. history.  
Native Americans, Slaves, Irish, Catholics, Jews, Jap-
anese, young black males wearing hoodies, and 
now Muslims have all been the target of suspicion 
and hatred. 
 Three Dayton area physicians, all highly re-
spected cardiologist, and all Muslims briefly shared 
their story and provided some insights into the Is-
lamic Faith. 
 Islam, along with Judaism and Christianity is 
one of the three Abrahamic Faiths. 
 Islam teaches that there is one universal God. 
Christian’s call God, Father, and Jews call God, Yah-
weh, and Muslims refer to God as Allah, the Arabic 

word for God. 
 Islam teaches peace and opposes unprovoked wars. 
 The term “Jihad” is most accurately translated as meaning “struggle.” For most Mus-

lims, this struggle is an internal person struggle against evil. 
 For more information on the Islamic Faith, go to www.ushistory.org and search 
for Mahammad and the Islamic Faith.                             —Patty Kremer & Jeanette Buehler 
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ASSEMBLY  DIRECTIVES    

 we will ... 

 Continue to articulate 
and integrate our Spiritu-
ality in our sharing 
among ourselves and 
with others. 

 Increase our use of social 
media to promote Pre-
cious Blood Spirituality. 

 Stand with the marginal-
ized, make a collective 
commitment to promote 
and witness nonviolence, 
and strive to effect rec-
onciliation among God’s 
people. 

 Act responsibly in the 
use and care of our 
planet’s resources. 

 Network with other indi-
viduals, agencies, and 
groups to be effective in 
our current reality. 

Please consider saving paper, 

ink and the environment—

print only if necessary—

Thanks 

Sisters of the Precious Blood 
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Please consider saving paper, ink and the environment —print 

only if necessary.  We have eliminated much of the heavy color 

areas to minimize the use of colored ink. Thanks 

 On September 24, 2016, 90 years after it was first pro-
posed, the National Museum of African American History and 
Culture will open on the National Mall in Washington, DC. The 
conflict and delays that marked the appearance of the museum 
reflect the racism that has marked the United States since its 
Constitution denied voting rights to black citizens. Only on 
February 3, 1870 were blacks recognized as citizens, but the 

right to vote was only confirmed by the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
 In his recent pastoral letter, African-American Bishop Edward Braxton, of Belle-
ville, IL, suggests that Catholics gather to watch recent films which have the racial 
makeup of our country as their background. He suggests “The Help,” “The Butler,” 
“Selma,” or Spielberg’s “Lincoln,” as possibilities for discussing how their personal experi-
ence of racism has – or has not – changed in their lifetime.          submitted by Barbara Agnew 

http://www.ushistory.org
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Human Trafficking is a Crime  Against Humanity 
-Pope Francis, December 12, 2013 

Human trafficking is taking persons by force, fraud, or coercion and exploiting them for sex or labor. 
 
A form of modern day slavery, human trafficking threatens the dignity of persons. It is found in 
every nation in which the trafficker’s abuse of power plays on the vulnerability of the trafficked 
person through the use of deception, threats, fraud, abduction, violence, and other forms of 
psychological coercion for the principal purpose of sex work, forced labor, domestic servitude, 
and commercial services.  
 
Check out this website provided by the Center of Concern:   http://www.against-humanity.org/#intro  It has many practical 
ways to recognize and address this major issue. 
 
2,794 cases of human trafficking have been reported in the United States (2015).  (February 2, 2016) 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY & Annual Gathering to Remember the Past Year's Victims We Pray For 

 This year marks the 10th anniversary of the re-initiation of the homicide prayer vigils which had originally been active from 
1994-1998. Our annual prayer gathering remains a time in which we come together to connect with one another and to re-
member the victims we have prayed for during the past year. This year’s gathering will take place on Saturday, March 12,    
beginning at 12:00 noon in the Salem Heights Chapel. During the prayer there will be time for sharing memories of the vigils 
over the last 10 years. A social will follow with sandwiches and drinks in the dining room. Participants are welcome to bring 
other items to share. 

May God bless you for the witness you have given over these years and for the support your presence has been to family, 
friends and neighbors of the victims. A special thanks to the dedication of all people involved in this and especially to  Sr. Jean-
ette Buehler and Roger   

—Martha Bertke 

Education for Justice is currently releasing three special bonus educational resources regarding the scourge of human traffick-
ing, an urgent social justice issue and a crime against humanity: 

 (1) I Am Miriam, an anti-human trafficking video, which EFJ Editor Sr. Dianna Ortiz, O.S.U., wrote and produced; 

 (2) a companion website, Against Humanity, with a variety of resources in the methodology of the Center's Pastoral 
Circle to aid in preventing, detecting, and responding to human trafficking; and 

 (3) a prayer service that draws inspiration from the life and witness of St. Josephine Bakhita, whom many venerate as 
the patron of trafficked persons. https://educationforjustice.org/resources/transformation-through-suffering-
journey-st-josephine-bakhita 

The video shares a recent personal account of human trafficking and torture from the perspective of a woman from Ethiopia 
named Miriam, a friend of Dianna. To view this video, visit the Against Humanity website (linked above)  

The release of these resources comes near the week of three significant observances in the Catholic Church: the International 
Day of Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking; the Feast of St. Josephine Bakhita; and Lent, a season for reflection 

and renewal.  

These special bonus resources are possible through the generous support of the Conrad N. Hilton Fund 
for Sisters.  

We invite you to share and discuss the I Am Miriam video in your homes, classrooms, parishes, and work-
places so that, together, we can shine a light on this modern worldwide form of slavery. 

Together let us work to shield those at risk of trafficking, intervene to rescue and protect victims, provide 
care for them to rebuild their lives, and work to rid our world of this heinous practice. 

In the spirit of our shared journey, The Education for Justice Team 

Dianna Ortiz, O.S.U., Editor        Anna Misleh, Assistant Editor       Jane Deren, Ph.D., Senior Fellow 

http://www.against-humanity.org/#intro
https://educationforjustice.org/
http://www.against-humanity.org/#intro
hhttp://www.against-humanity.org/#intro
https://educationforjustice.org/resources/transformation-through-suffering-journey-st-josephine-bakhita
https://educationforjustice.org/resources/transformation-through-suffering-journey-st-josephine-bakhita
http://t2817598.omkt.co/track.aspx?id=402|2AFE3E|72AB|CDB|23F|0|807|1|38E8B209&destination=http%3a%2f%2fwww.against-humanity.org&dchk=5B29765F
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“The Time is NOW to Remove 
Invasive Species” or “Learn 
What Invasive Species Are and 
How to Remove Them”…. 

Michigan State University (MSU)  has be-
gun a “Midwest Invasive Species Infor-
mation Network” (MISIN). It can be ac-
cessed at misin.msu.edu  On this website 
336 species are listed with photos and de-
tailed descriptions. To learn about a spe-
cies like Mustard Garlic, go to the website 
and go through the short, but colorful 
listing of information and photos on 80 of 
the most common species. Then take a 
quiz to see how much you under-
stand. One can also download an App for 
your iPhone for information about plants, 
and to send information about species and 
locations directly to this program at 
MSU. Maps are available on the website 
to show the locations of the re-
ports. MISIN staff actually go out and veri-
fy these reported invasives and then work 
to remove them with local agencies.   

 

This MISIN website is just the thing to send 
out to interested family and friends and 
especially to their children. Please keep 
successful removal of invasive species in 
prayer. We need our native plants, ani-
mals, fungi, and insects to prosper and not 
be crowded out.   

http://www.misin.msu.edu/       
-submitted by MarieKopin  

Pope Francis in 

his encyclical 

Laudato Si’ 

reminds us that, 

“large-scale nat-

ural disasters… cannot be analyzed or ex-

plained in isolation.”  The current tragedy in 

Fiji reminds us of the human impacts of the 

climate crisis and our role in seeking reconcil-

iation with all of creation — in particular the 

need and obligation to transition off of fossil 

fuels without delay! - See more at: http://

catholicclimatemovement.global/in-

solidarity-with-the-people-of-fiji   

This Earth Day, let’s get 
really big stuff done for 
our planet. 
What are we waiting for? The time is 
now.  - See more at: http://
www.earthday.org/take-action/ 

Do something special on April 22 to 
make a difference for our environ-
ment. 

A FUN TIME 
  “See Dick run. See Jane 
run.” Does this sound familiar? 
That was the message on my 
first grade reader. Good old 
days!!! 
 That is not the scene 
today! By the end of kindergar-
ten all the consonant sounds are 
known plus the short vowel 
sounds. These sounds are put to 
music and repeated almost eve-
ry day so they are locked into 
the memory. As a result most 
children enter first grade well on 
their way.  
 I visit with the first and 
second grade students four 
mornings each week and listen 
to them read stories, complete 
assignments, practice skills that 
are deficient or whatever needs 
to be done. One morning a sec-
ond grade student told me she 
had to complete her assignment 
of combining two simple sen-
tences by joining them with the 
connectors—OR, AND, BUT. This 
would make them com-

pound sentences. I 
was amazed. Good 

thing I am 
helping in 
the pri-
mary 
grades.  
  

 
 

 
 

 
We have come a long way from 
Dick and Jane! 

— Madonna Ratermann, cpps          

February 24, 2016 

Lent    

Every year on Ash Wednesday Holy 
Trinity Parish in Coldwater has a “Soup 
Supper”. A number of parishioners 
work together to create four different 
soups; namely, meatless chili, vegeta-
ble, creamy broccoli, and potato soup.  
Anyone can come to the parish any-
time from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. and have 
this simple meal of soup, bread and 
crackers, plus something to drink. Peo-
ple are asked to make a donation 
which is then given to “Operation Rice 
Bowl” a program of CRS (Catholic Re-
lief Services). Each year for ten years I 
have assisted with this endeavor, 

which is a good 
way to begin 
this season of 
the Liturgical 
year.  It re-
minds me . . . 
“to live simply 
so that others 
may simply 
live”.                                   

  —Martha Bertke, cpps 

misin.msu.edu
http://www.misin.msu.edu/
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/in-solidarity-with-the-people-of-fiji
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/in-solidarity-with-the-people-of-fiji
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/in-solidarity-with-the-people-of-fiji
http://www.earthday.org/take-action/
http://www.earthday.org/take-action/


4 

 

 One way I share Precious Spirituality with others 
is by leading a group of women in Centering Pray-
er. This effort is an offshoot of a women's retreat 
we sisters gave in our parish three or four years 
ago. My presentation was Centering as a way of 
praying more contemplatively. After the presen-
tation several women approached me and asked 
whether they could meet to pray.  
  
Every Thursday the group meets from 7 to 8pm. 
We're fortunate to have a small one room build-
ing adjacent to our house which can be used for 
this purpose. The group is small. Usually 2 to 5 
people come regularly. But anyone is welcome to 
come and pray with us whenever they desire to 
do so. 
  

After everyone has arrived we begin with instru-
mental music to help us to shut out the noises 
and voices of the day and become open and 
aware of God's presence. A chant is then sung to 
help us sink deeper into this presence. This is fol-
lowed by 20 minutes of Centering Prayer. We 
end the session with discussion from a section of 
an article or book I earlier emailed to the group. 
Many of the women continue the practice in 
their homes and tell me that faithfulness to Cen-
tering Prayer spills over into their daily lives 
and makes them more conscious of God's Pres-
ence. 

 Blessings!   Genny Volk 

 I share Precious  Blood spirituality by: 

  Many organizations are addressing homelessness from different aspects. Ignatian Spirituality Project – Spiritual Re-
treats Ending Homelessness is one in which men and women are invited from shelters to spend a day and a half at a retreat 
center getting in touch with their higher power and strengthening their sense of dignity and self respect. Homelessness for 
our participants may have been caused by domestic violence, drug and alcohol addictions and/or incarceration. To attend the 
retreat the participants are required to be two months clean and recommended by the manager/director from any halfway 
house. Transportation is provide to and from their respective residence. A myriad of different activities are facilitated by 
team leaders including types of prayer, art, sharing personal stories and supporting one another. Here in Dayton, a few of the 
participants have become team leaders for ISP. 

  ISP  is a national retreat ministry begun in 1998 by Fr. Bill Creed, SJ who realized that retreats ought to be available to 

everyone, not just those who had the time and the resources to get away. Over 150 retreats  are offered a year in 29 

cities. Our mission is to offer the gift of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius to those who might not otherwise get the oppor-

tunity. 

  St. Ignatius had a significant conversion noticing for the 

first time he had a spiritual life. He noticed that God wanted him 

to be free. From his conversion experiences he wrote a set of 

spiritual exercises which has been passed down through the gen-

erations. They have even found their way into the 12-step pro-

gram. The 12-step program and the spirituality of St. Ignatius asks 

a similar question: how can I be free to love? Their answer is to 

surrender to a relationship with a higher power. Building rela-

tionships with that higher power is what this retreat is 

about.                                                  ——Judy Niday           

The evidence is glaring: 2015 was the hottest year on record; the oceans are rising at the fastest rate in centuries; and 56 
acres of forest are destroyed every minute. So with Earth Day 2016 right around the corner, it’s more important than ever 
that we commit to combating the devastating effects of climate change. 
 
Add your name to take action and join the fight against climate change. Fighting climate change takes more than 
one organization, more than a single government – it takes you standing up for our planet immediately. 
Here’s how you can do that right now: Join our global movement and pledge to take action against climate change. This year, 
for Earth Day 2016, we’re committing to slowing the rapid destruction and degradation of trees and forests around the world 
– one of the greatest threats to the health of our planet.     

http://signforgood.com/fightglobalwarming/?code=EDN&email=cppsnews@bright.net&zip=45840&als_redirect_encode=base64url&redirect=aHR0cHM6Ly9vcmcuc2Fsc2FsYWJzLmNvbS9vLzE4MDcvcC9zYWxzYS9kb25hdGlvbi9jb21tb24vcHVibGljLz9kb25hdGVfcGFnZV9LRVk9MTM0ODcmdHJhY2s9MjAxN
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We’re on the Web! 

www.preciousbloodsisters

dayton.org  

Articles (125 words or less) for  our next issue Grassroots is due APRIL 1       so 
we can meet our goal of  having it in your hands by 4/8/2016. Please submit 
to Marty Bertke m.bertke@hometowncable.net  

      …..or to Mary Lou Schmersal  cppsnews@bright.net  

Your contributions make all the difference! 

Lord of Mercy,  

look with pity on your people. 

How moved we are almost every evening as 

we watch the world news depicting the rav-

ages of war. The bombed out cities, the 

plight of the refugees, and the seemingly 

hopelessness of peace, fill us with remorse 

for the blood, shed in vain. 

Remembering that God works through all 

events to bring us closer to Him, encourages 

me to listen to the Call of the Blood in the 

lives of those to whom I minister at St 

Leonard’s Senior Living Community. Seniors, 

facing life-robbing struggles with dementia, 

no longer see themselves as the relevant  

gifts they shared as teachers, engineers, pi-

lots, CEO, nurses…..They are often groping for meaning in their lives. Em-

powering them to find comfort in Word and Sacrament, is a true bless-

ing. 

Listening to the pain and recalling God’s love for them, certainly calls on 

the direction of the Spirit. One gentleman, life-long Catholic and teacher 

in Catholic high schools, appeared faithful to prayer but could not bring 

himself to receive Eucharist. “I am not worthy!” He did not want to talk 

about it. 

In our group sharing of Scripture, I often dwelt on God’s mercy and em-

phasized His love for all—hoping the message would bring a peaceful 

reconciliation. For almost four years, he continued to participate in our 

prayer but would quietly turn away as the priest/ Eucharistic Minister 

approached. 

Finally, as I thought my ministry at St L was 

coming to a close, I confided that one of my 

biggest sorrows in leaving was that I had not 

been able to help him to trust in the Lord’s 

personal love. He sadly searched my eyes as 

I continued. “You’re a good man, J……The 

Lord is pleased with your prayers, but you 

are missing the best part of sharing His Love 

in Eucharist.” I begged him to think about 

his fears and to ask for help when he felt so 

called.   

Another month passed, and one day I found 

him sitting in the gathering room, with TV 

blaring. I greeted him as usual and was sur-

prised as he asked if he could hold my hand.  

Kneeling close to him, he told me he had 

prayed a long time and said the Our Father 

and an Act of Contrition…He stopped and my 

heart was searching for the right words.  

When asked if he wished to receive Holy 

Communion, he hesitated, and so I offer to 

find a priest to hear his confession. Recon-

ciliation was happening. 

What a blessed day! He now has a smiling 

face and longs for every opportunity to re-

new his deep relationship with God in Eucha-

rist. 

--Beverly Bodnar 

http://www.preciousbloodsistersdayton.org
http://www.preciousbloodsistersdayton.org
mailto:m.bertke@hometowncable.net
mailto:cppsnews@bright.net



