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ASSEMBLY  DIRECTIVES    

 we will ... 

 Continue to articulate 
and integrate our Spiritu-
ality in our sharing 
among ourselves and 
with others. 

 Increase our use of social 
media to promote Pre-
cious Blood Spirituality. 

 Stand with the marginal-
ized, make a collective 
commitment to promote 
and witness nonviolence, 
and strive to effect rec-
onciliation among God’s 
people. 

 Act responsibly in the 
use and care of our 
planet’s resources. 

 Network with other indi-
viduals, agencies, and 
groups to be effective in 
our current reality. 

Please consider saving paper, 

ink and the environment—

print only if necessary—

Thanks 

Sisters of the Precious Blood 

Volume 1, Issue 8 

AUGUST, 2016 

Please consider saving paper, ink and the environ-
ment —print only if necessary. We have elimi-

nated much of the heavy color areas to minimize the 
use of colored ink. Thanks 

GUADALUPE RESPONSE  

TO 2015 ASSEMBLY DIRECTIVES 

 Inspired by our 2015 Assembly, the newly-formed 
Guadalupe cluster shared about how we promote reconcilia-
tion. In Chicago we support African American youth, work with 
jailed youth and lead reconciliation circles.  
 Several of us live and/or work in multicultural commu-
nities, experiencing both the challenges and the joys of under-
standing those who are different from us. At the Amherst house women from 
different cultures and countries join our sisters in the discernment communi-
ty. In Guatemala we live and work with young women from various Mayan 
cultures, both in our school and in our university residence, Casa Sofia. As for-
mation personnel, we work with our diverse group of women in discernment. 

 Through our living 
of Precious Blood Spiritu-
ality God is forming us at 
the Eucharistic table with 
attitudes and practices of 
tolerance, inclusivity and 
solidarity. 

Submitted by Terry Walter 
 We continue to articulate and 
integrate our Spirituality in our 
sharing among ourselves and with 
others. 

 

—AN ECO-PARISH GUIDE    —BRINGING LAUDATO SI’ TO LIFE 
Copyright 2016 Global Catholic Climate Movement (GCCM). Permission is hereby granted to trans-
late, print, and distribute this Guide. The GCCM Eco-Parish Guide is not for commercial sale.  

Go to www.CatholicClimateMovement.global to see a great listing of possible ac-

tivities you might consider for your use. 

Welcoming Mumbi arriving from Kenya (Terry W , Donna L, Joyce L, 

Mumbi, Mary Fe, Patti K, Bella, Marita B & Anne Clark 

http://www.CatholicClimateMovement.global


 

2 

African-American archbishop to chair US bishops’ task force on race 

(CNS) Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory of Atlanta has been appointed as chair of a new task force of the U.S. 

bishops to deal with racial issues brought into public consciousness following a series of summertime 

shootings that left both citizens and police officers among those dead. 

The task force’s charge includes helping bishops to engage directly the challenging problems highlighted 

by the shootings. Task force members will gather and disseminate supportive resources and “best practic-

es” for their fellow bishops; actively listen to the concerns of members in troubled communities and law 

enforcement; and build strong relationships to help prevent and resolve conflicts. 

“By stepping forward to embrace the suffering, through unified, concrete action animated by the love of 

Christ, we hope to nurture peace and build bridges of communication and mutual aid in our own commu-

nities,” said a July 21 statement from Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, president of the 

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.                                                                       submitted by Terry Maher 

 Stand with the marginalized, make a collective commitment to promote and witness nonviolence, and 
strive to effect reconciliation among God’s people. 

 

 The PBS documentary, “Slavery By Another Name,” was the focus of an evening de-

signed to open conversation regarding the issue of racism. Approximately 50 persons of diverse back-
grounds gathered at Salem Heights on July 21 to view the film and to share their thoughts after seeing it.  
The documentary gives an historic perspective on what happened to African Americans following the 
Emancipation Proclamation up to Jim Crowe laws. Although the experiences related in the film were not 
new to the Blacks among us, for some of us White folk, the struggles and injustices faced by the released 
slaves and their families were eye-opening.   

 Reactions to the film following its viewing, particularly those offered by the Blacks among us, con-
firmed the need for continued dialogue (and action) if we are to address the inequality that still exists in 
race relations. The documentary can be viewed on-line. Just go to the PBS website and type in “Slavery By 
Another Name.”   http://www.pbs.org/tpt/slavery-by-another-name/home/ 

 
submitted by Jeanette Buehler 

 
 Stand with the marginal-
ized….strive to effect reconcilia-
tion among God’s people. 

 
photo : David Eck 

Viewing documentary at Salem Heights with follow-up conversation about racism 

http://www.pbs.org/tpt/slavery-by-another-name/home/
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The Holy See at the United Nations: Eliminating the trafficking of children and young people, 

19.07.2016   (excerpts) 

Recently (July 13th)Archbishop Bernardino Auza, Holy See Permanent Observer at 
the United Nations, gave a speech dedicated to the elimination of trafficking in 
children and young people, in the context of the current debate in the assembly 
on this theme. 

"The Holy See has long spoken out against the evil of human trafficking, forced 
labor and all forms of modern slavery. And through the dedicated work of so 
many Catholic religious institutes, national and diocesan programs, and groups of 
faithful the Catholic Church has sought to fight to address its various causes, care 

for those it victimizes, wake people up to the scourge, and work with anyone and everyone to try to elimi-
nate it". 

"He has been taking action, catalyzing the Holy See’s hosting conferences, spearheading the 2014 Joint Dec-
laration of Religious Leaders against Modern Slavery and willed the creation of the Santa Marta Group, 
named after his residence in the Vatican, which brings together Catholic leaders and international law en-
forcement officials to battle this scourge". 

“...human trafficking is an "open wound on the body of contemporary society", "a crime against humanity", 
and an "atrocious scourge that is occurring in many of our own neighborhoods". "When he was here at the 
UN last September, he called for concrete steps and immediate measures for … putting an end as quickly as 
possible to the phenomenon of … human trafficking, … the sexual exploitation of boys and girls, [and] slave 
labor, including prostitution, stressing, 'We need to ensure that our institutions are truly effective in the 
struggle against all these scourges” [identifying] three different targets, on the world's attention and com-
mitment to confronting this plague. 

"This conference will seek to make real the faces of the nearly two million children and youth who are pres-
ently being trafficked and speak about what is working, what is not working, and what needs to be done to 
free them, help them recover, and prevent other young people from suffering as they have", he concluded. 

For more, read: http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2016/07/19/160719a.html   

...we will strive to make a collective commitment to promote and witness nonviolence...    resource submitted by Catherine Nader 

. . . from the Pope on the death penalty      
On the occasion of the opening of the Sixth World Congress 
against the death penalty held in Oslo, Norway from June 21-
23, 2016 with the participation of 140 organizations, the Pope 

sent a message showing support. Here are a few excerpts: 

I greet the organizers of this World Congress and all taking part in it. I like-
wise express my personal appreciation for your commitment to a world free 
of the death penalty. 

One sign of hope is that public opinion is manifesting a growing opposition 
to the death penalty, even as a means of legitimate social defense. Indeed, 
nowadays the death penalty is unacceptable; however grave the crime of the convicted person.”  

Today I encourage all to work not only for the abolition of the death penalty, but also for the improve-
ment of prison conditions, so that they fully respect the human dignity of those incarcerated.  

—Jeanette Buehler 

http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2016/07/19/160719a.html
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Grateful for Water and friends   

Today Terry and I had an experience that made 
me realize that our presence here is making a 
difference to more people than just the young 
women who are living with us. The doorbell 
rang this morning -- a friendly young Jehovah 
Witness woman with her little daughter was 
there with her bible. Terry talked with her for a 
few minutes while I was getting ready to leave 
for my Spanish class. While standing there in 
the doorway, Terry noticed that people holding 
buckets, plastic tubs and big water bottles were 
gathering in front of two houses up the 
street. She went to inquire as to what was going 
on and came to tell me that the whole village of 
Santa Rosita, which borders on our street, was 
out of water since yesterday. (Another mudslide 
had occurred, this time involving some trucks 
and heavy machinery that landed on the main 
water pipe that served that area and also another 
large Zone. One truck driver was killed.) The 
people from Santa Rosita knew that our street is 
the only one in this area that gets water from a 
different system. (That was news to me!) They 
also knew that a couple of families on our street 
were willing to share their water with them in 
the past, so that's where they were gathering this 
morning. Terry and I immediately agreed that 
we needed to open our garage door and offer to 
help them, too. The people were wonderful! 
They all lined up patiently and were all so grate-
ful. The men quickly helped to get the water hose hooked up, the women helped to mop up water that spilled 
on the garage floor -- one actually mopped our entire garage and washed the mop rags by hand in our 
pila. (Our garage has never been so clean!) There was a steady stream of folks for several hours this morn-
ing. Word seemed to get around quickly that "the Hermanas" are giving them water. The doorbell rang a few 
times in the afternoon again and then another steady stream of people came around 5 PM. A few more came 
about 8 pm tonight. How humbling it must be to have to ring a doorbell at night and ask for water! How 
could anyone refuse to open the door and give them what they need? 
 
Word has it that a new water pipe will have to come from some neighboring country like Mexico or Salvador 
because there are none to be found here in Guatemala, and they are thinking that maybe they will have water 
by Tuesday! Terry and I are anticipating many more people will come this weekend. We got to know more 
neighborhood folks at this unplanned event than we did at our organized "Open House" last month!! Too 
bad all our cookies were gone and we forgot to have them sign our Guest Book so we can remember their 
names! We aren't looking forward to seeing our water bill next month, but that is minor compared to the 
blessings of today for all of us.  

—Joyce Kahle, Nov 28, 2015  

 We continue to articulate and integrate our Spirituality in our sharing among ourselves and with others. 

Meeting new neighbors so appreciative of the water shared with them. 
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What a harvest @PBMR 

Learning Bee Keeping Skills@PBMR 

What a harvest @PBMR 

Carrots & all those veggies are really good for 

you @PBMR 

Anna Maria’s prize watermelon 

Plain but beautiful little old daisy   —MLS 
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send us your articles (approximately 125 words or less) for  our next issue Grassroots is due                      
SEPTEMBER 1   so we can meet our goal of  having it in your hands by 9/9/2016.      

Please submit to Marty Bertke m.bertke@hometowncable.net  

       …..or to Mary Lou Schmersal  cppsnews@bright.net  

 Your contributions make all the difference! 

We’re on the Web! 

www.preciousbloodsisters

dayton.org  

called to be ‘border crossers’ to go to the “in-between space” or “the 

borderland” – [this] signifies adaptability, ingenuity and mobility in the midst of 
uncertainty. 

 “...today we sense resurging racial injustice with the occurrences in Fergu-
son, Missouri; New York City and Baltimore. Women religious must continue to 
fight for racial justice as well as to make their communities multiethnic and 
multicultural. 

 Today the vocation of border-crossing can also be actualized in relation 
to immigrants in the context of globalization. Just as the early immigrant women 
religious became the bridge between U.S. society and the immigrant Catholic 
church, non-immigrant women religious can become the bridge between immi-
grants and the current American society. Their scope of service should be global, just 
as the foreign nuns came to the U.S. to serve the poor in the 19th century. Now women religious need to 
seek mobility internally and externally in a global sense. It can result in having more immigrants as members. As an 
immigrant myself, who has struggled over the naturalization process, I and my community, which supports me, un-
derstand clearly the pain of immigrants. My experience provokes a call of “solidarity with others.” In so doing, I be-
lieve women religious can remain in the middle space with many other voiceless immigrants. 

 Women religious in the United States, who live the border-crossing spirit can rekindle the spirit of the early 
immigrant sisters. By creating multi– Ethnic and multi-cultural communities, while continuing their ministry for so-
cial justice and equality, they will be transformed and will, in turn, transform the world. 

  
http://globalsistersreport.org/column/trends/legacy-border-crossing-spirit-27891 

  Sophia Park Jul. 16, 2015  

Sinfulness of Racism 
The recent tragic events suffered by black citizens and members of the police force call attention to shock-
ing U.S. statistics: The U.S. is 5% of the world's population, but 22% of the world's prison popula-
tion. Blacks, who are 12% of the U.S. population, make up 40% of the prison population. 
 
In 2014 President Obama created a task Force on 21st Century Policing. Locally, after a 2001 police killing 

of a 19 year-old black man in Cincinnati, there were six days of riot and curfew n various parts of the city. Finally, city offi-
cials, black leaders, and the police union met and developed the Cincinnati Complaint Authority to investigate claims of ex-
cessive police force. 
 
While not perfect, a 2010 study showed no evidence of racial difference between police stops of black and white driv-
ers. The Cincinnati police force is now 30% black; some, (but not all) formerly crime-ridden neighborhoods have flourished. 
 
Hundreds of Catholic theologians recently issued a Statement on Racial Injustice that said "Racism is a sin; a sin that divides 
the human family, blots out the image of God. . violates the dignity of those called to be children of the same Father.   ."   
 
We could ask if we see such "sin" in the situation of black persons around us.        —submitted by Barbara Agnew 

 We stand with the marginalized, making a collective commitment to promote and witness nonviolence,  
 striving to effect reconciliation among God’s people. 

mailto:m.bertke@hometowncable.net
mailto:cppsnews@bright.net
http://www.preciousbloodsistersdayton.org
http://www.preciousbloodsistersdayton.org
http://globalsistersreport.org/column/trends/legacy-border-crossing-spirit-27891
http://globalsistersreport.org/node/366



