
Today’s installment of the Get to Know Series has been written by 
Sr. Mary Lou Schmersal, CPPS, a Sister of the Precious Blood. To 
learn more about the sisters, please visit their community website 
at www.preciousbloodsistersdayton.org. Or contact Sister Schmer-
sal at cppsnews@bright.net.

 We Sisters of the Precious Blood are an active apostolic congre-
gation devoted to Eucharistic prayer and motivated by the selfless 
sacrifice of Jesus. In imitation of the life-giving, reconciling power of 
the Precious Blood of Christ poured out for us, we go forth to care, 
comfort, aid, and heal. Fueled by a vibrant faith, our ministries take 
us beyond traditional convent walls and into real world communi-
ties throughout the U.S., Chile, and Guatemala; into the lives of 
real people in need of real help. We rely on the special gifts and 
talents of each of our Sisters to champion justice, provide voices to 
the unheard, and light to those living in darkness.

Early Foundations
 Our proud history started with Maria Anna Brunner from Switzer-
land, a widowed mother of six who lived during the nineteenth cen-
tury. Following an intense religious experience during a pilgrimage 
to Rome and at the age of 70, Mother Brunner gathered around 
her several women who were drawn to Precious Blood spirituality, 
to ministry to the poor and to adoration of the Eucharist. Mother 
Brunner died in 1836, leaving behind the women who sustained 
and grew their prayerful, active community, eventually becoming 
the Sisters of the Precious Blood.

In the United States
 Three Sisters of the Precious Blood came to the United States in 
1844 at the invitation of Bishop John Baptist Purcell of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. They were the first of many from both Switzerland and Ger-
many. They accompanied the Missionaries of the Precious Blood, 
who had been founded in Italy by St. Gaspar del Bufalo and whose 
pioneering member in the United States was Father Francis de-
Sales Brunner, the son of Mother Brunner.
 The first Sisters settled temporarily in Peru, Ohio, eventually 
moving to New Riegel in nearby Seneca County where on Decem-
ber 22, 1844, they moved into a new convent named in honor of 
Mary at the Crib. Under the direction of Father Brunner, the Sisters 
in the early years were part of ten foundations in western Ohio and 
in nearby Jay County, Indiana.
 The Sisters prayed hours of adoration before the Blessed Sac-
rament, and worked in maintaining both their simple convents and 
those of the Fathers and Brothers. Wherever the Sisters were they 
reached out to meet the needs of the children of the area by open-
ing and operating schools and orphanages, especially for German 
Catholic immigrants.
 In 1846, the first Motherhouse of the Sisters of the Precious 
Blood was established at Maria Stein, Ohio. Maria Stein was 
named in honor of “Mary of the Rock,” a popular Marian shrine in 
Switzerland which had often been visited by Mother Brunner. The 
community increased in membership, established houses for Eu-
charistic adoration and began to expand its ministries to meet new 
needs, including religious instruction, domestic work in seminaries 
and bishops’ residences, ministry among Native Americans, and 
care for the sick and elderly.
 In 1903, the Sisters accepted a challenging mission in Arizona, 
before it was even a state. Ten years after that they responded 
to the invitation to establish a school in San Luis Rey in southern 
California. In 1923, the congregation transferred its motherhouse 
to Dayton, Ohio. The original motherhouse in Maria Stein, today a 
valued Ohio Historical Site, continues as a center of prayer, Eu-
charistic adoration and pilgrimage and houses the internationally 
known Shrine of the Holy Relics, welcoming guests and hosting 
various programs.
 In 1946 the congregation became a formally recognized pontifical 
institute, known officially as the Congregation of the Sisters of the 
Precious Blood. The initials C.PP.S. stand for the Latin “Congrega-
tio Pretiosissimi Sanguinis.”
 As the community grew and spread, we eventually served God’s 
people in states from east to west and north to south: Pennsylvania, 
Washington D.C., Tennessee, Michigan, Indiana, Missouri, North 
Dakota, Colorado, Arizona and California as well as many places in 
Ohio. Our congregation of the Sisters of the Precious Blood of Day-
ton, Ohio, is now a thriving community that actively lives our faith in 
the United States, Latin America, and around the world.

In Latin America
 On December 28, 1956, five Precious Blood Sisters from the 
United States set sail on the Santa Margarita for the congregation’s 
first international mission in Chile since our Sisters had arrived 
from Europe. This was in response to the invitation of Pope Pius 
XII who asked religious communities to send members to the 
church in Latin America where clergy and religious were needed to 
serve the people.
 They arrived in the port of Valparaiso on January 16, 1957, mark-
ing the beginning of what would become the congregation’s Chil-
ean Vicariate, eventually comprised of both American and Chilean 
sisters and where they remain in ministry today.
 In the late 1980s, Precious Blood Sisters ventured once again to 
Latin America and began various ministries in Guatemala. One Sister 
remains there today running a recognized school for indigenous girls.

In Response to Needs Here and Around
the World

 Several Sisters of the Precious Blood have also provided temporary service to people who suffered emer-
gencies both here and around the world. In 2005, two Sisters went to India and worked with survivors of the 
tsunami that devastated so much of the country.
 Sisters have participated in international peacekeeping efforts in the Palestinian Territories. After the disas-
ter caused by Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, several Sisters went to live and work there, offering people 
healing and reconciliation in their lives.
 These are some of the ways we express our vowed life as contemporary women religious. We make a 
difference in the world, every single day. Check out our website to learn more about us: www.preciousblood-
sistersdayton.org

Mission Statement
 Urged by the redeeming love of Jesus the Christ and rooted in Eucharistic prayer, we Sisters of the Pre-
cious Blood proclaim God’s love by being a life-giving, reconciling presence in our fractured world.
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Top, Sister Jean Rene Hoying ministers to 
the elderly sisters and residents of Emma 
Hall in Maria Joseph Nursing and Rehabil-
itation Center, Dayton Ohio. Second, Sis-
ter Ida Schoch rides home to Maria Stein 
from Celina, Ohio train station with a trunk 
containing clothing and teaching supplies.
Third, Sisters at an Indian Mission with their 
heavily-laden four footed friend in Arizo-
na (prior to 1945). Fourth, Sister Dorothy 
Schmitmeyer with some of the children 
she has ministered to in Chile. Fifth, Sister 
Karen Elliott and students from Mercy Col-
lege, Toledo, in New Orleans after Hurricane 
Katrina. Sixth, Symbol of Our Commitment. 
Bottom, Source and Summit of our Lives.


