
W E gather here today 
to celebrate the life 
of a woman who 
brought sunshine 
into the lives of so 
many, our Sister 

Madonna Kempf, known for her 
beautiful smile and cheerful presence.

Madonna Marcella Kempf was born on 
an 80 acre farm in Shelby Settlement, 
Ohio (later known as Bethlehem, Ohio) 
in February 1915. She was the 15th 
and last child of Christian and Elizabeth 
(Dangler) Kempf. Although taught by 
the German Notre Dame Sisters for 
eight years, Madonna was inspired by 
her older sister, Mary, to join the Sisters 
of the Precious Blood who taught in 
Shelby, Ohio. Along with the Foos sisters 
and Stella Armbruster from the same 
village, they journeyed to Salem Heights 
and entered the postulancy on Decem-
ber 31, 1930. Mary stayed only two 
weeks but Madonna, “by the grace of 
God,” found the courage to continue. At 
the time of her investiture she received 
the name Sister M. Celsa.

Her first mission was Brunnerdale 
Seminary where she was in charge of 
sewing and other domestic duties. She 
learned her sewing skills under the tu-
telage of Sr. Jovita and Sr. Margaret and 
remarked: “They were good teachers! 
I’m sure I could make a habit or mend 
a cassock in my sleep.” Nearly 20 years 
of her religious life were spent working 

for priests and seminarians. In addition 
to Brunnerdale she served at St. Charles 
in Carthagena, Ohio; St. Gregory Semi-
nary in Cincinnati, Ohio and St. Thomas 
Seminary in Denver, Colorado.  

In addition to seminary work, Madonna 
sewed and/or assisted with housekeep-
ing duties for our Sisters in Phoenix, 
Arizona; in Ottawa, Ohio and in Minster, 
Ohio. She was Directress of general 
arts at St. Peter in Chains Cathedral in 
Cincinnati, Ohio and spent 9 years as 
hostess of the dining room at Kneipp 
Springs. After 30 years in sewing, 
housekeeping, and dining room service, 
she felt privileged to be assigned to Mar-
ian Hall, Flint, Michigan beginning in 
1969. There she served as receptionist, 
sacristan and manager of the gift shop. 
It was in this latter position that she 
earned the reputation of being a “seri-
ous bargain hunter.”  

In 1994 Madonna retired to Salem 
Heights and, just a year later, to Emma 
Hall. Her discernment reflections during 
retirement reveal much about how she 
saw her life as a Sister of the Precious 
Blood. I would like to share just a few of 
her thoughts.

• She saw herself living out the peace
 and healing aspect of our Precious
 Blood charism by:
   “Giving a friendly smile to every-
   one I meet, so that the person in
   need isn’t missed,” (1996-1997)  

   “By being resigned and cheerful
   with my present condition in order
   to bring Peace and Healing to the
   world; this is the Charism of the
   Sisters of the Precious Blood,”
   (1997-1998) 
• In living with our Sisters in retire-
 ment at Emma Hall she reflected that
 “there are no limits to what we can do
 to Honor and Praise the Precious
 Blood”:

  1. Being resigned to loneliness and
    suffering
  2. Praying for the needs of all
  3. Making Prayer and Contempla-
    tion a daily necessity (1996-
    1997)

Greeting others with a smile, showing 
gratitude and offering words of encour-
agement were a part of Madonna’s life 
at Emma Hall and throughout her life. 

There is a quote that says, “It must 
be so joyous — that beautiful shining 
moment when the soul is released and 
begins the glorious journey home.” One 
can only imagine the glow of Madonna’s 
face and the radiant smile with which 
she greeted Jesus and He greeted her 
when she took her last breath here. 
Loving God, thank you for the gift of 
Madonna and for the example she has 
given to us of living a life of joyous ser-
vice as a Sister of the Precious Blood.  
     

— Sister Jeanette Buehler, CPPS
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