
W e gather today to 
celebrate the life of 
our dear Sister Mary 
Kathryn Gurren, a 
devoted Sister of the 
Precious Blood for 

eighty-one years.

Mary Kathryn was born in August 1915 
to James Bernard Gurren and Lenore 
Bocklage in Cincinnati, Ohio. She had 
one younger sister, Helen. When Mary 
Kathryn was growing up, religion was 
very important in her home and the 
faith was deep. After graduating from 
Regina High school, she entered the 
Sisters of the Precious Blood. Her father 
drove her to Salem Heights in a bor-
rowed car despite her mother’s op-
position to her daughter entering the 
convent so young. 

On August 15, 1934, Mary Kathryn 
received her religious habit and was 
given the name Sister Mary Palmarita. 
After one year of being in the convent, 
she was pleased to see her mother more 
accepting of her vocation.  

Mary Kathryn was a real student and 
loved to learn. She received degrees in 
science and math at the University of 
Dayton, chemistry at the Catholic Uni-
versity of America, biology from Purdue 
University and theology from St. Joseph 
College. She taught in high schools at 
San Luis Rey, California; Phoenix, Ari-
zona; Celina and Ottawa, Ohio; Lafay-
ette, Indiana; and lastly at Regina High 
School in Norwood, Ohio where she 
taught biological science for 18 years. 

Her high school teaching ended in 1977.  

Mary Kathryn received many awards; 
among them are the teacher award by 
the National Science Teachers Associa-
tion and the Outstanding Science Teacher 
Award by the Ohio Academy of Science. 
She completed a programmed text book 
for her students who had difficulty learn-
ing biology, chemistry or physiology.

Because of Sister Kathryn’s outstand-
ing ability as a teacher, many of her 
students were recipients of various 
honors and awards, including scholar-
ships. Sister Mary Kathryn stated “one 
of my fondest memories is seeing many 
of my students become scientists doing 
research or teaching in school and col-
leges, or becoming doctors or nurses 
caring for human ills.” 

After her high school teaching days 
were over, she taught biology, physiol-
ogy and genetics at Saint Gregory Semi-
nary in Cincinnati from 1978-1983. For 
two years she assisted in the Permanent 
Deacon Office and for nearly 8 years 
served as part-time Pastoral Associate 
at Saints Peter and Paul Parish. Sister 
Mary Kathryn said “Every appointment 
and ministry I ever had was my favorite 
while it lasted.”  

Mary Kathryn was privileged to travel 
to Australia, New Zealand, Ireland, and 
various countries in Europe at the gen-
erous kindness of her sister and niece. 

Kathryn retired from full time ministry 
in 1992 but continued to be a life-giving 

presence as she volunteered part time 
at Saints Peter and Paul Church, taking 
care of St. Vincent DePaul requests, 
serving as receptionist, assisting 
Vietnamese immigrants with English, 
tutoring underprivileged children in 
math, and serving on the board of direc-
tors for Global Sharing in Dayton. Mary 
Kathryn stated that “I feel that I am con-
tributing to the needs of the poor, and 
in doing so, I become more aware of the 
need for social justice.” Mary Kathryn 
also attended to the needs of her sister 
Helen who had rheumatoid arthritis. 

For nearly 25 years she lived in commu-
nity with Sr. Mary Kathleen Kelly. Kath-
leen said that “Mary Kathryn was a very 
spiritual person and had many friends, 
many of whom were her students. She 
was a wonderful cook who helped me a 
lot by having the evening meals pre-
pared.” In 2007, Mary Kathryn retired 
to Salem heights and in 2008 moved to 
Emma Hall due to failing health.

Even though Mary Kathryn was found 
sleeping a lot, she was always pleased 
to be awakened because she loved hav-
ing visitors. To know Mary Kathryn is 
to know one who had a ready laugh, a 
bright gleam in her Irish blue eyes and 
to experience warmth and grace.

Mary Kathryn, you are now with the 
Lord that you longed for and loved so 
much. We thank God for your many gifts 
and for dedicating your life to God so 
faithfully these past 81 years. 

— Sister Cecilia Taphorn, CPPS
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